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Freshman seminar got off to a great start
this year with 167 students attending.
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The first two classes addressed safety,
emergency situations and classroom
procedures. Students are expected to get
their files from the cabinet and begin the
“do now” board activity based on their
last lesson as soon as they enter the
room. The reward is a new puzzle each
day.

We discussed and practiced what
respect, responsibility and teamwork
looks like in our classroom with the
“Wright Family Vacation” activity.
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Time

Now is the time for the ninth grade
students to take control of their future.
They are expected to discover more
about themselves so they can match a
career with their personality. One
activity we do is the t-shirt activity,
which has students create a visual of
their past and future dreams and
aspirations. Autobiography bingo lets
students share common interests.

Growing Intelligence

Students listened to the Michael Jordan
story explaining his natural ability or
desire was not enough to get him known
as one of the best basketball stars of all
time. He had to practice to master his
skills. Just as they must work by
repetition and practice to succeed in high
school, showing everyone can grow their
intelligence.

Groups of students tried to match careers
with faces, which helped them to realize

how stereotyping might limit a person’s

aspirations.

Which brings us to something new for
the freshmen seminar program. A
Teaching Tolerance documentary was
shown to all classes. The video told the
inspiring story of Jamie Nabozny and the
difficulties he experienced with bullying
when he was a student. Three of our
students felt comfortable enough to
contact Jamie on facebook to see how he
is doing in life.

A reading of Dr.Suess’ “Star Bellied
Sneetches” closed on September
activities. Next month we begin with
study skills.

Please check out our freshman seminar
web page at www.ichabodcrane.org for
more information about the program.
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