
 The Hate List – by Jennifer Brown 
Five months ago, Valerie Leftman's boyfriend, Nick, opened fire on their school cafeteria. Shot trying to stop him, 
Valerie inadvertently saved the life of a classmate, but was implicated in the shootings because of the list she helped 
create. A list of people and things she and Nick hated. The list he used to pick his targets.  Now, after a summer of 
seclusion, Val is forced to confront her guilt as she returns to school to complete her senior year. Haunted by the 
memory of the boyfriend she still loves and navigating rocky relationships with her family, former friends and the girl 
whose life she saved, Val must come to grips with the tragedy that took place and her role in it, in order to make amends 
and move on with her life.  An amazing and emotional read. One of the best books of the year! 

  
Catching Fire, part of The Hunger Games Series - by Suzanne Collins 

Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has won the annual Hunger Games with fellow district tribute Peeta Mellark. But it 
was a victory won by defiance of the Capitol and their harsh rules. Katniss and Peeta should be happy. After all, they 
have just won for themselves and their families a life of safety and plenty. But there are rumors of rebellion among the 
subjects, and Katniss and Peeta, to their horror, are the faces of that rebellion. The Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants 
revenge.  This is book two of a three book series!  Look for Mockingjay, the third and final book of the trilogy, to be 
relesed on August 24th, and The Hunger Games already in your library! A favorite series of mine! 
 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson – by John Green and David Levithan 
*Starred Review* — Will Grayson's best friend since fifth grade, nicknamed Tiny Cooper, is bigger than life in terms 
of his physical stature and his personality—the "world's largest person who is really, really gay." Tiny, while seeking the 
boy of his dreams, has been through the trauma of myriad short-lived romantic relationships and Will has supported him 
each time his heart is broken. Now, Tiny decides it's Will's turn. At first, Will resents Tiny's matchmaking efforts, but 
then an amazing coincidence that stems from it brings a new person into their lives. It's another teen named Will 
Grayson, who is sad and depressed, and captures Tiny's heart. While these and other relationships are connecting, 
intersecting, and eventually changing, Tiny writes and produces an autobiographical high school musical extravaganza 

that is really about life. On the night it premiers, everything comes full circle and further validates the presence of the Will Graysons. 
Based on the premises that "love is tied to truth" and "being friends, that's just something you are," this powerful, thought-provoking, 
funny, moving, and unique plot is irresistible. Told in alternating chapters from each Will Grayson's point of view (one in lower case, 
effectively individualizing identities), complete with honest language, interesting characters, and a heartfelt, gritty edge, this quirky 
yet down-to-earth collaboration by two master YA storytellers will keep readers turning pages.  Yet another amazing book by the 
author of Looking for Alaska. 
 
The Orange Houses – by Paul Griffin 
Meet Tamika Sykes—Mik to her friends (if she had any). She’s hearing impaired and way too smart for her West 
Bronx high school. She copes by reading lips and selling homework answers, and looks forward to the time each 
day when she can be alone in her room drawing. She’s a tough girl who never gets close to anyone, until she meets 
Fatima, a teenage refugee who sells newspapers on Mik’s block. Both Mik and Fatima unite in their efforts to 
befriend Jimmi, a homeless vet who is shunned by the rest of the community.  The events that follow when these 
three outcasts converge will break open their close-knit community and change the lives of those living in the 
Orange Houses in explosive and unexpected ways.  
 
The Summer I Turned Pretty – by Jenny Han *The first book of the Summer trilogy.* 

Belly measures her life in summers. Everything good, everything magical happens between the months of June and 
August. Winters are simply a time to count the weeks until the next summer, a place away from the beach house, 
away from Susannah, and most importantly, away from Jeremiah and Conrad. They are the boys that Belly has known 
since her very first summer -- they have been her brother figures, her crushes, and everything in between. But one 
summer, one wonderful and terrible summer, the more everything changes, the more it all ends up just the way it 
should have been all along. An absolutely fantastic beach read and a personal favorite of mine! 
 

It’s Not Summer Without You – by Jenny Han *The second book of the Summer trilogy.* 
Can summer be truly summer without Cousins Beach?  It used to be that Belly counted the days until summer, until she 
was back at Cousins Beach with Conrad and Jeremiah. But not this year. Not after Susannah got sick again and Conrad 
stopped caring. Everything that was right and good has fallen apart, leaving Belly wishing summer would never come.  
But when Jeremiah calls saying Conrad has disappeared, Belly knows what she must do to make things right again. And 
it can only happen back at the beach house, the three of them together, the way things used to be. If this summer really 
and truly is the last summer, it should end the way it started--at Cousins Beach. 
 



Tricks – by Ellen Hopkins 
Five teenagers from different parts of the country. Three girls. Two guys. Four straight. One gay. Some rich. Some 
poor. Some from great families. Some with no one at all. All living their lives as best they can, but all searching...for 
freedom, safety, community, family, love. What they don't expect, though, is all that can happen when those powerful 
little words "I love you" are said for all the wrong reasons.  Another brilliant novel in verse by Ellen Hopkins. 
 
Almost Perfect – by Brian Katcher 

Logan Witherspoon recently discovered that his girlfriend of three years cheated on him. But things start to look up 
when a new student breezes through the halls of his small-town high school. Sage Hendricks befriends Logan at a time 
when he no longer trusts or believes in people. Sage has been homeschooled for a number of years and her parents have 
forbidden her to date anyone, but she won’t tell Logan why. One day, Logan acts on his growing feelings for Sage. 
Moments later, he wishes he never had. Sage finally discloses her big secret: she’s actually a boy. Enraged, frightened, 
and feeling betrayed, Logan lashes out at Sage and disowns her. But once Logan comes to terms with what happened, he 
reaches out to Sage in an attempt to understand her situation. But Logan has no idea how rocky the road back to 

friendship will be.  A fantastic read. 
 
Liar – by Justine Larbalestier 

*Starred Review* — Micah Wilkins, 17, is the quintessential unreliable narrator. On the first page, she readily admits 
she's a liar though now she wants to tell her story straight. She attends a progressive private high school in New York 
City. She's a bit peculiar, with extra-human speed and sense of smell, and has few friends. After another student, a 
popular senior named Zach, is found brutally murdered, it comes to light that he and Micah had a relationship outside of 
school. Now she is considered a suspect. Her suspenseful, supernatural tale is engrossing and readers will be tempted to 
fly through it, though the wise will be wary of her spin and read carefully for subtle slipups and foreshadowing. The 
chilling story that she spins will have readers' hearts racing as in three sections she goes from "Telling the Truth," to 

"Telling the True Truth," to "Telling the Actual Real Truth," uncovering previous lies and revealing bizarre occurrences in the 
process. Micah's narrative is convincing, and in the end readers will delve into the psyche of a troubled teen and decide for themselves 
the truths and lies. 
 
Purple Heart – by Patricia McCormick 
When Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army hospital in Iraq, he's honored with a Purple Heart. But he doesn't feel 
like a hero.  There's a memory that haunts him: an image of a young Iraqi boy as a bullet hits his chest. Matt can't shake 
the feeling that he was somehow involved in his death. But because of a head injury he sustained just moments after the 
boy was shot, Matt can't quite put all the pieces together.  Eventually Matt is sent back into combat with his squad—
Justin, Wolf, and Charlene—the soldiers who have become his family during his time in Iraq. He just wants to go back 
to being the soldier he once was. But he sees potential threats everywhere and lives in fear of not being able to pull the 
trigger when the time comes. In combat there is no black-and-white, and Matt soon discovers that the notion of who is 
guilty is very complicated indeed. 
 
Twenty Boy Summer – by Sarah Ockler 
“What is the statute of limitations on feeling guilty for cheating on a ghost?” Anna writes in her journal, or rather, 
writes to Matt, her first true love and her best friend Frankie’s brother. More than a year has passed since Matt’s sudden 
death, and all that time Anna has kept her brief relationship with Matt a secret from Frankie. Matt had planned to tell 
his sister but died before he had the opportunity. Now, while on a beach vacation with Frankie’s family, Anna finds 
herself falling for cute, sensitive Sam against her will—if she can love someone else, does that mean she no longer 
loves Matt? Anna approaches this issue and other big questions with the insight and maturity that come when a young 
person loses someone he or she cares deeply about. Anna’s authentic voice and some lyrical writing will satisfy fans of 
Sarah Dessen, while the mix of romance, drama, and tragedy will be a draw for teen readers of Nicholas Sparks and Jodi Picoult. 
 
I Heart You, You Haunt Me – by Lisa Schroeder 
Ava can't see him or touch him, unless she's dreaming. She can't hear hisvoice, except for the faint whispers in her  
mind. Most would think she'scrazy, but she knows he's here.  Jackson. The boy Ava thought she'd spend the rest  
of her life with. He's back from the dead, as proof that love truly knows no bounds. 
 
Shiver – by Maggie Stiefvater 

For years, Grace has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house. One yellow-eyed wolf--her wolf--is a chilling 
presence she can't seem to live without. Meanwhile, Sam has lived two lives: In winter, the frozen woods, the protection 
of the pack, and the silent company of a fearless girl. In summer, a few precious months of being human . . . until the 
cold makes him shift back again.  Now, Grace meets a yellow-eyed boy whose familiarity takes her breath away. It's her 
wolf. It has to be. But as winter nears, Sam must fight to stay human--or risk losing himself, and Grace, forever.  If you 
liked Twilight, then you’ll love Shiver.  Part of a planned trilogy, Linger, the second book in the series, to be released 
on July 20th. 

 


