
Ms. Two-Axe’s Suggested  
Summer Reading List 
  = MUST READS!! 
 

Catching Fire -  Collins      
Science Fiction/Action/Adventure 
The sequel to The Hunger Games…take the time 

to read the first one!    Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen 
has won the annual Hunger Games with fellow district 
tribute Peeta Mellark. But it was a victory won by defiance of 
the Capitol and their harsh rules. Katniss and Peeta should be 
happy. After all, they have just won for themselves and their families a life of 
safety and plenty. But there are rumors of rebellion among the subjects, and Katniss and Peeta, to 
their horror, are the faces of that rebellion. The Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants revenge.   The final book – 
Mockingjay will be out August 24, 2010!         http://www.scholastic.com/thehungergames/  
 
The Wild Girls – Murphy                         Realistic Fiction/Historical      
It’s 1972. Twelve-year-old Joan is sure that she is going to be miserable when her family moves. Then she meets a 
most unusual girl. Sarah prefers to be called “Fox,” and lives with her author dad in a rundown house in the 
middle of the woods. The two girls start writing their own stories together, and when one wins first place in a 
student contest, they find themselves recruited for a summer writing class taught by the equally unusual Verla 
Volante.  
 
42 Miles – Zimmer                         Verse Novel    
Since her parents divorced, when she was an infant, life has been split between them: 
“School days in the city with Mom / weekends on the farm with Dad.” Even her names are 
different—Ellen with Mom; Jo with Dad. But as she turns 13, she’s determined to be 
JoEllen, to show her city friends that the country is not “hick,” and her farm cousin that the 
city holds more than “concrete and crime.”  
 
Bystander – Preller                                                    Realistic Fiction
Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you’re new in town, it’s hard to know 
who to hang out with—and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, confident, and popular.   But something isn't right 
about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you'd better 
watch your back. There might be a target on it.   As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin’s dark world, he begins to 
see the truth about Griffin: he’s a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one 
shocking moment, he goes from being a bystander . . . to the bully’s next victim.

The Last Invisible Boy – Kuhlman                           Realistic Fiction     
In this illustrated novel, reminiscent in style of Jeff Kinney's Diary of a Wimpy Kid,   12-year-old  Finn awakens 
the morning after the day when everything changes to find a strand of white hair and less "pinkness" to his skin. 
Each day he grows whiter and less visible. He begins to write a memoir, which is really an account of his and his 
family's grief over their devastating loss.  
 

Chasing Lincoln's Killer – Swanson         Historical Fiction
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 
conspirators and the manhunters, this book  is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of 
John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the 
swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.   "This story is true. All the characters are real 
and were alive during the great manhunt of April 1865.”



 
Go big or go Home – Hobbs      Science Fiction/Action/Adventure 
A meteorite is hurtling toward the Black Hills of South Dakota. . . .  
Brady Steele's love for all things extreme is given a boost when a fireball crashes through the roof 
of his house. It turns out that Brady's space rock is one of the rarest meteorites ever found. In 
fact, a professor from a nearby museum wants to study it in search of extraterrestrial bacteria, 
hoping to discover the first proof of life beyond Earth.  During a wild week of extreme bicycling, 
fishing, and caving, Brady discovers he's able to do strange and wonderful feats that shouldn't be 
possible. At the same time, he's developing some frightening symptoms. Could he be infected 
with long-dormant microbes from space? Is his meteorite a prize . . . or a menace?  

 
 
My life in Pink and Green – Greenwald                         Realistic Fiction 
Twelve-year-old Lucy Desberg is a natural problem solver. After the local homecoming queen shows up at her 
family’s struggling drugstore with a beauty disaster that Lucy helps to fix, Lucy has a long line of makeover 
customers for every school dance and bat mitzvah. But all the makeup tips in the world won’t help save the 
pharmacy. If only she could find a way to make the pharmacy the center of town again—a place where people 
want to spend time, like in the old days. Lucy dreams up a solution that could resuscitate the family business and 
help the environment, too. But will Lucy’s family stop fighting long enough to listen to a seventh-grader? 

  
Riot – Myers   Historical Fiction   
As the Civil War rages, another battle breaks out behind the lines.  
During a long hot July in 1863, the worst race riots the United States has ever seen erupt in New York City. 
Earlier that year, desperate for more Union soldiers, President Abraham Lincoln instituted a draft–a draft that 
would allow the wealthy to escape serving in the army by paying a $300 waiver, more than a year’s income for the 
recent immigrant Irish.  And on July 11, as the first drawing takes place in Lower Manhattan, the city of New York 
explodes in rage and fire. Stores are looted; buildings, including the Colored Foundling Home, are burned down; 
and black Americans are attacked, beaten, and murdered. The police cannot hold out against the rioters, and 
finally, battle-hardened soldiers are ordered back from the fields of Gettysburg to put down the insurrection, 
which they do–brutally.   Fifteen-year-old Claire, the beloved daughter of a black father and Irish mother, finds 
herself torn between the two warring sides 

 
Tales from Outer Suburbia – Tan             Short story collection    
An exchange student who's really an alien, a secret room that becomes the perfect place for a quick 
escape, a typical tale of grandfatherly exaggeration that is actually even more bizarre than he says... These 

are the odd details of everyday life that grow and take on an incredible life of their own in tales and illustrations 
that Shaun Tan's many fans will love.  
 
 
Project Sweet Life – Hartinger                                  Realistic 
Fiction/Action/Adventure
For most kids, fifteen is the year of the optional summer job: Sure, you can get a job if you 
really want one, but it isn't required or anything. Too bad Dave's dad doesn't agree! 
Instead of enjoying long days of biking, swimming, and sitting around, Dave and his two 
best friends are being forced by their fathers into a summer of hard labor.  
The friends have something else in mind, though: Not only will they not work over the 
summer, but they're determined to trick everyone into believing they really do have jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Time of the Witches – Myers                               Historical Fiction
An orphan named Drucilla has finally has a place to call home with the Putnam family in Salem.  Although 
her adopted mother is strange—haunted by a troubled past—Dru feels drawn to her as the mother she 
never had. When a new reverend and his family move into town with their servant Tituba, life takes a 
strange turn as young girls begin to fall ill and accusations of witchcraft begin to swirl. Reluctant to turn 
her back on the Putnams or her peers and overwhelmed by the power of groupthink among the other girls  

in town, Dru becomes one of the accusers herself. But when her best friend Gabe is accused, she must find a way to end the 
hysteria, or risk losing him forever.

 
When You Reach Me -     Stead    
Winner of the 2010 John Newbery Medal 
Miranda finds a mysterious note scrawled on a tiny slip of paper:             
I am coming to save your friend’s life, and my own.             
I must ask two favors. First, you must write me a letter. 
The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that whoever is leaving them knows all 
about her, including things that have not even happened yet. Each message brings her closer to believing that only 
she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note makes her think she’s too late.

 
Mare's War – Davis                                                      Historical Fiction 
Octavia and Tali are dreading the road trip their parents are forcing them to take with their grandmother over the summer. After all, Mare 
isn’t your typical grandmother. She drives a red sports car, wears stiletto shoes, flippy wigs, and push-up bras, and insists that she’s too 
young to be called Grandma. But somewhere on the road, Octavia and Tali discover there’s more to Mare than what you see. She was once 
a willful teenager who escaped her less-than-perfect life in the deep South and lied about her age to join the African American battalion of 
the Women’s Army Corps during World War II.  
  
Dying to meet you: 43 Old Cemetery Road – Klise          Humorous Ghost Story  
Ignatius B. Grumply moves into the Victorian mansion at 43 Old Cemetery Road hoping to find some peace and quiet so he can crack a 
wicked case of writer's block. But 43 Old Cemetery Road is already occupied by eleven-year-old Seymour, his cat Shadow, and an irritable 
ghost named Olive. It's hard to say who is more outraged. But a grumpy old ghost just might inspire this grumpy old man--and the 
abandoned kid? Well, let's just say his last name's Hope. 
 

 
All the broken pieces – Burg    Verse Novel 
Two years after being airlifted out of war-torn Vietnam, Matt Pin is haunted: by bombs that fell like dead crows, by the family -- 
and the terrible secret -- he left behind. Now, inside a caring adoptive home in the United States, a series of profound events force 

him to choose between silence and candor, blame and forgiveness, fear and freedom.  
 
  
Al Capone shines my shoes – Choldenko            Historical Fiction 
Moose and the cons are about to get a lot closer in this much-anticipated sequel.  It’s 1935. Moose Flanagan lives on Alcatraz with his 
family, the other families of the guards, and a few hundred no-name hit men, con men, mad dog murderers and a handful of bank robbers 
too. And one of those cons has just done him a big favor.  
You see, Moose has never met Al Capone, but a few weeks ago Moose wrote a letter to him asking him to use his influence to get his sister, 
Natalie, into a school she desperately needs in San Francisco. After Natalie got accepted, a note appeared in Moose’s freshly laundered shirt 
that said: Done.  As this book begins, Moose discovers a new note. This one says: Your turn. Is it really from Capone? What does it mean? 
Moose can’t risk anything that might get his dad fired. But how can he ignore Al Capone?  
 



 
 
The Princess Plot  -   Boie                               Action/Adventure    
Jenna has just won the starring role in a film about a princess--sweet! In the wink of an eye, she's whisked off to a 
remote, romantic kingdom for the "shoot." But something's amiss: First, she finds out she bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the real princess, who has run away following the death of her father, the king. Then she learns that the 
conniving regent plans to use her to take control of the country, now being fought over by rebels. As the plot twists and 
turns, Jenna discovers just what she's made of--and just why she resembles the missing princess so much!  
 
Home of the Brave  -  Applegate                         Verse Novel 
Kek comes from Africa.  In America, he sees the snow for the first time, and feels its sting. He’s never walked on ice, and he falls. He 
wonders if the people in this new place will be like the winter—cold and unkind. 
In Africa, Kek lived with his mother, father, and brother. But only he and his mother have survived, and now she’s missing. Kek is on his 
own. Slowly, he makes friends: a girl who is in foster care, and old woman who owns a rundown farm, and a cow whose name means 
“family” in his native language. As Kek awaits word of his mother’s fate, he weathers the tough Minnesota winter by finding warmth in his 
few friendships, strength in his memories, and belief in his new country. 

 
Leviathan  -  Westerfeld                      Historical Fiction 
It is the cusp of World War I, and all the European powers are arming up. The Austro-Hungarians and Germans have their 
Clankers, steam-driven iron machines loaded with guns and ammunition. The British Darwinists employ fabricated animals as 

their weaponry. Their Leviathan is a whale airship, and the most masterful beast in the British fleet.  
Aleksandar Ferdinand, prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, is on the run. His own people have turned on him. His title is worthless. 
All he has is a battle-torn Stormwalker and a loyal crew of men.  
Deryn Sharp is a commoner, a girl disguised as a boy in the British Air Service. She's a brilliant airman. But her secret is in constant danger 
of being discovered.  
With the Great War brewing, Alek's and Deryn's paths cross in the most unexpected way...taking them both aboard the Leviathan on a 
fantastical, around-the-world adventure. One that will change both their lives forever.  
  
Woods Runner – Paulsen                                Historical Fiction 
Samuel, 13, spends his days in the forest, hunting for food for his family. He has grown up on the frontier of a British colony, America. Far 
from any town, or news of the war against the King that American patriots have begun near Boston. 
But the war comes to them. British soldiers and Iroquois attack. Samuel’s parents are taken away, prisoners. Samuel follows, hiding, 
moving silently, determined to find a way to rescue them. Each day he confronts the enemy, and the tragedy and horror of this war. But he 
also discovers allies, men and women working secretly for the patriot cause. And he learns that he must go deep into enemy territory to find 
his parents: all the way to the British headquarters, New York City.  
 
The Postcard – Abbott                                    Mystery 
"So how smart are you?" said a man's voice abruptly. And loudly. "Because now... it's starting." 
A creepy phone call. An old, yellowed postcard. A bizarre magazine story. And a strange group of funeral-goers who seem to follow their 
every move-all contain clues that will send Jason and Dia on an adventure to uncover extraordinary family secrets.  
 

 
What the world eats                           Non-Fiction 
Every day, millions of families around the world gather--at the table or on the floor, in a house or outdoors--to eat together. Ever 
wondered what a typical meal is like on the other side of the world? Or next door? Cultural geographers Peter Menzel and Faith 

D'Aluisio visited twenty-five families in twenty-one countries to create this fascinating look at what people around the world eat in a week. 
Meet a family that spends long hours hunting for seal and fish together; a family that raises and eats guinea pigs; a family that drinks six 
gallons of Coca-Cola a week.  
In addition to profiles of each family, What the World Eats includes photo galleries and illustrated charts about fast food, safe water, life 
expectancy, literacy rates, and more! 
 
 
 


