
Ichabod Crane CSD 

BOE Academic Committee Minutes 

9/17/2019 

 

Members Present:  Elizabeth Phillips, Regina Rose 

Members Absent: Susan Ramos 

Administration Present:  Superintendent Lee Bordick, Assistent Superintendent Suzanne Guntlow 

 

I Cursive Writing Instruction:  Suzanne reported that the teachers have mixed feelings about 

teaching cursive writing.  There are time constraints due to the need to teach keyboarding, as state 

exams will eventually be computerized.  Two years ago the district purchased materials, however there 

has been no consistency from class to class with regards to the amount of instruction provided.  

Elizabeth and Regina expressed support for the inclusion of cursive writing in the curriculum.  Regina 

shared some research articles in support of cursive.  Lee will follow up with conversations with the 

teachers.  Lee also suggested sending this issue to the policy committee for consideration;  if cursive 

instruction is required in district policy, then it would be a mandated part of the district curriculum.  

Regina stated that parents she has spoken to do not realize their children may or may not get cursive 

instruction.   

 

II Riders' Pathway to Success   

 1)The committee reviewed results from the Spring State exams:  Each exam is compared to the 

Questar component districts, and to the results for the entire state, 1 being highest, and 22 being lowest 

percentages of students achieving 3 or 4 on the exams. (meeting or exceeding expectations) 

 

 EXAM     ICC Ranking within Questar  NYS compared to Questar 

 

         Grade 3 ELA    3 (65%)    8 

 

         Grade 3 Math                            4          (62% )                                  10 

 

         Grade 4 ELA   5 (56%)                                    7 

 

         Grade 4 Math                            8          (55%)                                     10 

 

         Grade 5 ELA                             9           (34%)                                     6 

 

         Grade 5 Math                            13         (35%)                                    10  

 

         Grade 6 ELA                             9           (46%)                                      8 

 

         Grade 6 Math                            18         (33%)                                   11 

 

         Grade 7 ELA                              9          (38%)                                     8 

 

         Grade 7 Math                            11         (42%)                                    10 

 

         Grade 8 ELA                              4          (53%)                                      8 

 

         Grade 8 Math                             4          (40%)                                      5 



2) Data Mate:  Lee and Suzanne shared examples of information which can be drived from 

Data Mate, a computer software program which can analize exam results.  For example, 

we looked at a bar graph which compares Grade 3 ELA scores through the five years of 

20/14/2015 through 2018/2019.  This graph showed a decline in the number of students 

scoring as1 or 2, and an increase of 3's and 4's.  When looking at the same graph for 

Grade 6 Math, the opposite is true, with an increase of lower scores and a decrease of 

higher scores.   

3) Several additional examples of the information which can be derived by Data Mate, 

such as results by individual student, teacher, test question, curriculum strand, and areas 

of challenge were shared, to demonstrate how districts can now access information 

which enables them to focus on specific areas of strength and weakness, according to 

the NYS Assessments. 

 

 4) District Response and Support:  Lee stated that a Questar content specialist will be meeting 

with the Grade 6 team to delve into areas which need improvement, based on exam results.  Other 

strategies include more/better use of faculty meetings focused on instruction, conference days, Data 

Mate training for teachers, targeted professional development, summer curriculum work.  More time is 

now dedicated to “Triple A” meetings:  ASSESS, ANALYZE, ACTION in order to insure the best  

instruction and exam results possible for all students. 

 

III Fountas and Pinnell Reading Assessment 

 

 Regina stated concerns that every child in the Primary School, including good readers, were 

being assessed three times a year, and questioned whether or not this made the best use of instructional 

time.  It requires three AIS teachers for two weeks, three times a year, which amounts to a total of 18 

weeks of teacher time devoted to administering this assessment.  Elizabeth reported concerns based on 

her own experience with her daughter, and found the exams to be stressful for her child, even though 

her daughter reads above grade level.  The intrinsic value of the exams was also questioned, as they are 

not norm-referenced, standarized tests.  The results only apply to the standards set by the testing 

complany, and do not provide a basis for comparison with a national norm. 

 

 Suzanne pointed out that the Data Mate bar graph shows overall improvement in Grade Three 

ELA results on the state assessment, and the time period coincides with the initiation of the F & P 

assessment used in the Primary School.  Lee asked what the committee would suggest, and Regina 

suggested reducing the number of times the F & P is applied, and instead, using a norm-referenced test 

once a year, so that we have a solid measurement of how our students are progressing in reading which 

is not based on the NYS Assessments alone.  A District Reading Committee has been established which 

plans to address these and other issues involving reading instruction and assessment. 

 

 Lee stated the importance of continuing the practices established in the Rider Goals and Riders 

Pathway to Success.  Much time and effort  on the part of faculty, staff and administration has gone into 

the approaches being used, and good outcomes have been the result.  It will be important that the new 

Superintendent supports and continues these efforts.  The committee agreed. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 10/3/2019 

Regina Rose 

 

 



 

  

 
                   

 


