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Learning, Teaching, and Growing - Together

Parent Survey Results

Mental Health and Emotional Well Being
“As parents, we want to protect our children from witnessing the fear and uncertainty brought by
the COVID-19 pandemic. We wish we could take away the disruption to their education, activities
and relationships. And, as any parent we wish they were not exposed to suffering.
Starting school or starting a new school year can be stressful at the best of times, let alone during a
global pandemic. Covid-19 has caused major disruptions to daily life and our children and
adolescents are feeling these changes deeply. While the return to school will be not only welcome
but exciting for many students, others will be feeling anxious or frightened.
All these changes have the potential to affect the mental health and well-being of any of us and
some of our children have exhibited emotional and behavioral symptoms. They may have resolved
within a few days or over a few weeks while others may continue to show as the stressors of the
pandemic are ongoing.
It is important to know the signs of anxiety, panic attacks, depression and suicide so you can easily
identify them not just among your family, friends and neighbors, but also for yourself.”
-

Lina Cortes-Baker

Mental Health

Professional Development:
● Peaceful Classroom Training K-12 for teachers and teaching
assistants
● Peaceful Kids - Targeted, small group, counseling groups based on
Peaceful Classroom Training
● Trauma-informed and trauma-skilled - Identify & respond to
students struggling with trauma (teachers, teacher assistants,
cafeteria workers, bus drivers/aides)
● Provide training to parents on identifying students who may need
social-emotional support
● Survey Students/Teachers/Parents to identify individual needs
and develop proper interventions

Mental Health (continued)

● Utilize data from school closure (March-June) to identify potential
at-risk students in September, based on engagement and
social-emotional needs.
● Maintain updated mental health and counseling resource page on
district website.
● Mindfulness activities school-wide each day for as long as needed.
● Counselors/psychologists visiting all classes in September to
introduce themselves and inform students of their role in the school
and how to access them.
● Counselors/psychologists provide office hours for students and
parents.
● Counselors supporting students/teachers with “Mind-Up”
curriculum.

4-5 Academic Plan (in-person)
• First day of school is Wednesday, September 9, 2020
• Grades 4-5 in-person daily instruction with an increased number of sections
to accommodate social distancing.
• Grades 4-5 will run on their normal schedule.
• Academic interventionist (AIS) & special education teachers reassigned to
classrooms.
• All classroom teachers NYS certified in elementary education.
• Special Education Students will receive mandated services from a special
education teacher.
• All special area classes scheduled with social distancing. These will occur outside
of the classroom when possible (e.g. - PE will take place outside or in the gym).

6th-8th Academic Plan (in-person hybrid)
● First day of in-person instruction for group B - September 10th
● First day of in-person instruction for group A - September 14th
● Students attend school in-person for two consecutive days on an
alternating schedule (see schedule in later slides)
● Group A: Monday/Tuesday or Group B: Thursday/Friday
● Implementation of block schedule for grades 6-8 to reduce the number
of transitions and also lessen the need for disinfecting
desks/chairs/materials.
● Students will safely rotate classes and to special areas when possible.
On some occasions, teachers will rotate and students will remain in their
rooms. Students will receive all of the classes on their schedule.

6th-8th Academic Plan (in-person) - con’t
• Virtual Days (AA or BB): On virtual days students will be responsible for
logging onto Google Classroom during their class time (same times as
in-person). They will be responsible for: watching videos, completing
assignments, participating in activities, and collaborating with classmates.
• Wednesday:
○ Wednesday is currently scheduled for additional help in the A.M. for
students. This may occur in small group instruction. The exact
format of this may be modified depending on student need.
○ PM time will be used for teacher preparation of online materials,
professional development and team planning time. Students can use
this time to work independently on their work.
• Attendance: Attendance will be completed for both in-person and virtual
days. Attendance for virtual days will be recorded when the student logs
into Google Classroom to “check in.”

Schedule

Lunch/Recess/Special Areas
• Grades 4 and 5: Will eat their lunches in the classrooms. Whenever
possible, this will take place outside. Lunch will consist of boxed
lunches with occasional hot lunch options.
• Grades 6-8: We are still working out logistics for these students eating
lunches. There may be a rotation where classes are in the cafeteria or
outside. Some students will more than likely be eating in their
classrooms on certain days.
• Recess:
○ Grades 4 and 5 will go outside and be divided up in different
zones by class. The zones will be rotated to allow for equity on
the playground and fields.
○ Grades 6-8: We will bring these students outside for breaks
whenever feasible.

Classroom Layout
Below is a sample classroom layout

Temporary Classroom
Below is one of the new temporary classrooms (in progress) in the
gymnasium

Fully Online Model
• Grades 6-8 will still maintain their A/B groups and grades 4 and 5 will be
assigned to either Group A or Group B.
• All Students in Grade 4-8 will follow a modified daily schedule where a
majority of the time Group A will receive direct online instruction in the AM
and Group B in the PM.
• Having students in two groups has two benefits:
○ Smaller groups of students in Google Meets, allowing for more
student/teacher contact.
○ Students are not in front of a screen all day.
• Students are expected to work on individual assignments when not online
face-to-face with a teacher. This doesn’t necessarily mean they are on the
computer. This can be pencil/paper work, reading, special area projects,
etc.

Potential Online Schedule

Technology
• All Teachers will be provided with a chromebook.
• All students (grades 4-8) will be provided with a chromebook (the
timeline of this distribution may vary by grade).
• Professional development provided throughout spring, summer and
fall on designing effective remote learning experiences.
•

Website creation for parents, faculty, and students to provide “How
to” videos & tutorials on common technology issues; ICC Guide on
Effective Distance Learning Strategies.

• District will ensure student data privacy and security is maintained
at all times.

Health and Safety
Common Questions:
●

All students and staff will have their temperatures taken before entering the
school building. Anyone with a temperature of 100 degrees or more, will not be
allowed to enter the school. Temperatures must be taken before loading onto
the buses and for students who are being dropped off.

●

All students and staff will be required to wear their masks all day. All masks are
required to cover the nose and mouth and fit the face snuggly. Any face mask
or face covering with a vent, along with bandanas and neck gaiters are not
acceptable.
○ 5 masks breaks will occur throughout the day.
○ Students will not be required to wear masks while eating lunch (one of the
breaks).
○ The other 4 mask breaks will occur during class, seated at least 6 feet
apart, for roughly 10 minutes.
○ Students who are outside and socially distanced may remove their masks.
○ If a student’s face mask breaks, the district has disposable masks for them
to use.

Health and Safety - Continued
Common Questions:
● Student Desks/Tables: Students won’t be sharing desks/tables unless
they are sanitized between uses.
● Lockers: Students (6-8) will not be using lockers. They will keep their
belongings in their “home base.”
● All students will be spaced a minimum of six feet apart in classrooms,
and to the greatest extent possible, students will also be spaced apart
on the school buses.
● Students will be asked to walk six feet apart in the hallways, including if
waiting to enter a classroom or bathroom. Hallways will be one way to
avoid student contact.
● There are to be no more than two students allowed in the bathrooms at
all times.

Health and Safety - Con’t

Help Our Students with Wearing Masks
●

We recognize the concern of having our younger Riders wear masks.

●

Children in general are resilient. They will follow our lead as we are their role
models.

●

While we are providing back-up masks, we encourage you to work with your
children in finding a comfortable, form-fitting mask that works for them.

●

A helpful tip is to practice wearing a mask with your child(ren).

●

Many resources will be made available on our district website to assist you in
supporting your child with wearing a mask.

●

Teachers will be modeling and reviewing mask procedures with the children
during the first several days of school.

What’s Next?
● Families will receive information about the reopening that is
specific to their child(ren).
● The first 2 weeks of school will be less academically intensive
and focus on the following areas for our students:
○ Safety protocols and procedures
○ Mental health and emotional well-being
○ Socialization

Thank you for all of your patience
throughout this process!!

Questions?????

