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RIDER REPORT 
SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK 

Last month marked the one year 

anniversary since the pandemic shut 
down New York State schools. March 

16, 2020, was the last school day for 

our students until September when 

we reopened with a whole new 

approach to education. In the span of 

just a few days, families had to 

prepare for a shift to remote learning 

and students had to learn in ways 

they never had before. 

When I reflect back, it is incredible to think of the 

challenges faced in the last year. Yet I am also 

eternally grateful and in awe of how the Ichabod 

Crane school community has shown such resilience 

and faced those challenges head-on. During these 

last 12 months, you have all stepped up to the plate 

for our students and schools in ways I have never 

seen before. In a year filled with hardships, take a 

moment to reflect and celebrate what you have 

helped accomplish: 

• Helping the district pivot to remote learning 
• Collaborating with our teachers in remote classes by 
assisting your students at home during school closures 
• Acting as impromptu IT staff for your students 
• Volunteered with staff to plan and implement milestone 
events for students in-person like the 2020 High School 
Graduation and 8th Grade Moving-Up Ceremonies 
• Providing crucial feedback and input that helped create 
the 2020-2021 school year reopening plan 
• Ensuring students understand and follow necessary health 
& safety measures 
• Working with the district staff and the local health 
department so cases of COVID-19 in our schools are swiftly 
and safely handled. 
• Being extremely flexible, adaptive and patient as we
navigate the frequently changing local, state and national 
safety regulations 
• Communicating and collaborating with us more than 
ever to help best meet student needs 

I hope this brief list reminds you of how far we 

have come together. The pandemic is not yet over, 
but more signs of hope are on the horizon each day 

and together we will see it through to the end. Last 

month our sixth grade students returned to 4-days a 

week of in-person learning and we significantly 

increased synchronous learning in grades 7-12. We 

are seeing the impact of the academic and social 

emotional supports implemented throughout the 

course of the year. The Center for Disease Control 

recently released new recommendations for schools 

and we continue to advocate for NYS to adopt these 

changes and provide more flexibility to get students 

back into school. Maximizing in-person learning 

continues to be at the top of our list of priorities. 

This last year has made it more clear than ever 

what I have known for years: that Ichabod Crane is 

a truly special place. When we finally emerge at the 

other end of this public health crisis, Ichabod Crane 

will be a stronger district than ever before and that 

is in large part because of you. 

More Zoom, Face Time 
No Traffic Jams 

The Primary School Gym 

has a delightful increase in 

traffic this month as Scooter 

City bustles Mr. Cremo's and 

Mr. Call's careful and 

courteous junior drivers. 

Stations include a car 

wash, gas station, golf 

course, tennis court and 

much more! The students 

look forward to this every 

year and even Ichabod 

parents still tell us how 

fondly they remember their 

Scooter City days at the 

primary school. You can see 

more scenes from "the road" 

on our Facebook Page. 

Mrs. Shevy's 
Kindergarten and Mrs. 
Labrie's 3rd Grade classes 
zoom around the gym. 

Works of Heart 
Five students from Ichabod Crane have 

been selected for inclusion in the High 

School Regional Juried Art Exhibition on 

view now through April 16 at Albany 

Center Galleries. 

The students - Greyson VanVorst, Paul 

Maloney, Emma Brusie, Hannah Meredith, 

Grade 12; and Olivia DuMont, Grade 11 - 

will each have one work on exhibition at 

the 488 Broadway gallery. The works 

include sculpture, illustration and 

photography. 

"It's very exciting to be selected," said 

High School Art Teacher 

Sandra Dwileski, explaining that the 

exhibition is the most competitive 

and one of the most prestigious in the 

area with more than 20 districts 

participating. "It's such an honor to be 

selected and it really looks good on their 

resumes." 

Ms. Dwileski said she was especially 

delighted that one of her senior students is 

getting the opportunity to follow in an 

older sibling's footsteps. 

"It's really a joy to see Hannah Meredith 

get this honor. I remember when she 

attended her sister's opening as a middle 

schooler. It's such an honor to see her here 

on her own merit." 

Hannah Meredith's 
"Lost On Mars," above 
and Emma Brusie's 
"Something About 
Wildflowers"at right 
are some of the 
pieces by lchabod 
students on view at 
Albany Center 
Galleries now ...._...
through April -,,..,. 
16. 

Ms. Sives class listens as she reads. 

Less Screen Time 

Working with DOH officials, 

The Middle School has added 

two more days of in-person 

learning for its sixth graders, 

bringing them closer to a 

normal education week. Seventh 

and eighth graders began 

synchronous learning five days 

a week, giving students more 

face time with teacher when 

they are learning remotely. 

Modern in the Middle 

Congratulations are also in order for Jessica 

Borrell's middle school art students Quinn 

Rapport, Amya Nazario, William Kosnick, 

Payge Cook, Nora Clickman and Ella 

Herwick-Poutre. All six have artworks 

featured in the 2021 Empire State Plaza Art 

Collection Student Art Exhibit online. Each 

piece was inspired by works in ESP's Modern 

Art Collection that fit the theme 

Celebrate Abstract Art. 

https://albanycentergallery.org/events/22nd-annual-high-school-regional?fbclid=IwAR0K_I8P8cFE7AEp4H2uUEqS4dD9hxOO0x3s80sD8z3DTt3zy3slxzQX5nw
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysogs/albums/with/72157718418962623
https://www.facebook.com/IchabodCraneCentralSchoolDistrict


V for Volunteer 
1-ligh school junior 

and varsity 
basketball center 
Brett Richards 
recently joined the 
Valatie Rescue Squad 
as a junior member. 
Richards, who 

hopes to one day 
have a career in the 
medical field, will be 
under the supervision 
of VRS paramedics. 

Richards was also 
recently featured in the 

Capital Sports Media 
Network for leading his 

team to a strong finish in 

the Colonial Council. You Brett 
can read all about it Richards 
here. 

PARP Readers 

High School Junior, Annabel Cleary, 
along with Olivia DuMond and 
Nicole LaBatt (online) read to 
Primary School students during a 
Pick A Reading Partner (PARP) 
special guest reading meet in March. 

Enjoy Spring 
There will be two "Give Back Snow 

Days" in the coming months on April 

12 & June 18. There will no remote or 

in-person classes on these dates. 

Prom News 
We are excited to welcome back the 
Junion/ Senior Prom. It will be held 

on June 12th this year. The venue is 

still to be determined. 

Special Deliveries 
Getting students from Point A to Point B has 

always been a matter of precision for the district and 
its department of transportation. Together they have 
worked to maximize services not only for efficiency 
and cost effectiveness district-wide, but also to gain 
the broadest impact off campus as well. 

"We are really an 
extension of the 
community," says We are really an 
Dan Doyle, extension of the 
transportation 
supervisor at community.
Ichabod Crane 
Central Schools. "We will do everything we can to 
support the community. Everyone here continues to 
ask what more we can do." 

Whether it's working with other districts to get 
students to their destinations at more reasonable 
rates or problem solving how to get the most value 
out of the fleet of buses, the transportation 
department is always improving the services they 
provide. 

This year has been no exception, especially after 
pandemic uncertainties and accommodations caused 
their workload to expand, essentially turning the 
normal 45 routes into about 150. 

One of the most effective measures the school could 
have implimented for infection mitigation was already 
in place and operational by the time school started 
last fall. 

Tyler Technologies' Traversa navagation system 
and its Tyler Drive mobile app allowed substitute bus 
drivers to access safe, audible turn-by-turn 
directions. In addition, it provided a swipe card system 
that can keep track of kids in real time, including how 
long they spent on the bus and where they sat. 

"Because of those systems, this year we had a 
built-in feature for contact tracing," said Doyle. "All 
we needed to do was have a data dump and we could 
get all that information to the schools." 

Another technology they added for mitigation this 
year was on-board thermal scanning devices. 

"These work by taking the temperatures (wrist or 
forehead) as the student scans their ID card. If a 
student's temperature is above the limit it sets off an 
alarm. There were maybe 12 times or more that these 
devices prevented students from getting on the bus 
and going to school." 

Bus drivers have also stepped into dual roles at the 
district as lunch monitors and maintenance staff, 
which has helped the district maintain the stringent 
cleaning protocols the pandemic requires. 

The transportation department makes 
deliveries of meals and technology. 

But perhaps one of the most important 
functions the department has taken on has been 
the delivery of meals and supplies to students 
and families. 

"We make deliveries about twice a week, and 
we've incorporated the backpack programs into 
those as well. It was one of the first things we 
did as a team in conjunction with the schools' 
food services department," said Doyle. 

"We knew we had to get lunches to students, 
and at first we tried outposts for collection, but 
we soon learned that it was too inconsistent for 
our families. It was so frustrating that we 
decided to deliver them all. It also turned out to 
be the best way to deliver technology from the 
IT department as well." 

Latest Inductees to the Ichabod Crane Wall of Fame 
We are pleased to induct two new Through their accomplishments and 

additions to our Wall of Fame: contributions to the district, these individuals 
are chosen by a 70-percent majority of the 

Melissa Murray, Distinguished Faculty and selection committee and serve as role models 
Captain David Kolb, Distinguished Alumni. for students currently enrolled in the district. 

FOR MORE NEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

� www.ichabodcrane.org
April 8, Registration Deadline for SAT Exam on May 8. High School. 

April 2-12, Spring Recess. 
April 13, Policy Committee meeting, 5:45 p.m. at the High 

School Library. 
April 17, ACT Exam. 

April 13, Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m. at the Primary 

School. The public is encouraged to attend via Zoom. April 20, Special Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m. 

www.ichabodcrane.org
https://capitalsportsmn.com/2021/03/13/ichabod-cranes-brett-richards-22-is-here-to-stay/?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-capitalsportsmn&utm_content=later-15319488&utm_medium=social&utm_source=instagram&fbclid=IwAR0BwAApQcywa9WiF-mFRpSyS_hjmHEctxdmngCFW8TvSSzyhtgEX3vWtN4



